THE BRETHREN'S EVANGEU' \ 


Son our Savior. In the extraordinary means 
that are provided. — What are the means which 
you have in the gospel ? Pardon, power, wis- 
u don), righteousness. * I rejoice in the prospect 
' of man's restorat ion. But it behooves us to 
act the part of wise men to bring about that 
restoration, by making use of the means pro- 
vided. t And in no way can this be done save' 
by the directions of Him who has given us the 
means. If we follow not after wisdom — the 
wisdom of God — how can we expect man's 
restoration, for mans wit-Id a powerful influence 
to counteract morals, he resists the appeals of 
the gospel, and the -trivings uf the spirit. 
Then why not be equally as powerful to influ- 
ence for good; but we have so many drones and 
sluggard* in the Christian church, who are 
always offering their cannot, but tbeir cannot 
) is tbeir wil> not, a/id their will not is their 
rnin. It matters not how little we do if it is 
■all we can do ; it will be accepted ; but of him 
who has ten talents more is required. Then 
do yonr I if tie, my brother and sister. For we 
are taught that not one particle of matter is 
lost in the flight of boundless ages. Then the 
"cup of cold water" is not lost. 'God is not 
unrighteons to forget your labor of love." 

"Nothing in lost j the dropi of dew 
' That trenihk-a on the leaf or flower, 
Ib but exhaled to fall anew. 
In summer's thunder shower.' ' 

Nothing is lost. "My word shall not re- 
turn unto me void." It will be a "Savor of 
life unto life or of death onto death." Dear 
reader, let Ibis momentous announcement fall 
heavily on thy heart. A neglected gosjiel 
f will be a swift witness against you. Awake 
to a sense of responsibility and activity ; work 
for the restoration of man ; work for the glory 
of God. 

Henrietta, Pa. 

BLESSED ARE THE PEACE MAKERS. 

"The meek shall inherit the earth, mid shall del lu lit them- 
.■sclvi'.t in the abundant of peace. Groat peace have they 
that love the law, and nothing sh.il I uffernl them.'"— I'sulni 
37 : 11. "'Blessed are the peace makers for they shall lie 
called the children of God." 

Peace is an essential doctrine of Christiani- 
ty. Jesus Christ was styled the Prince of 
peace, by prophetic inspiration, many ages 
before he appeared on earth, and his birth was 
ushered in by the song of angels proclaiming 
"Peace on earth, and good will toward men." 
All His doctrines were the doctrines of peace ; 
His whole lite was spent is. ministering peace 
and good will, both by precept and example, 
and his last gift to his disciples was a gif'L of 
peace; "Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you." Hence no true lollowur of 
Christ eatt take upon himself the liberty of 
stirring up strife without forfeiting his title to 
the kingdom of heaven and all bin claims to 
Christianity. Strife and disunion belongs to 
the prince of this wold; but the kingdom of 
Christ is a kingdom of peace. Wc read in 
Proverbs that "he that^Is of a proud heart 
slim ah up strife," and we know that pride is 
an abomination in the sight ol heaven. Every 
reasonable and candid professor of the Chris- 
tian religion will acknowledge that the gospel 
of Christ breathes peace and goodwill to man, 
and that the very object of this gospel is to 
subdue the ferocious and wicked passions of 
man, and to bring them into subjection to the 
law of Christ. The happifying spirit of peace 
enjoins upon us, and upon all who claim any 
relation to the Prince of Peace, or any inter- 
est in his gospel, a policy very different from 
the policy of the world. It enjoins the heav- 
en-born policy of the gospel, that policy which 
Jesus Christ taught when ho said : "Blessed 
are the per-ce makers, for they shall be called 
the children of God." It enjoins meekness, 
patience, forbearance, moderation and love, 
with a careful regard to the principles of jus- 
tice and equity. And how clearly it appears, 
that tbe very nature and spirit of war or strife, 
is utterly opposed to the spirit of Christianity; 
hence it is certain that no warring spirit can 
have any part in the kingdom of Christ, and 
how can any one that has the spirit of strife or 
war in his heart, be able to build up the church 
of Christ, or be a faithful shepherd and watch 
over the flock, and keep them together. He 
cannot, any more than could king David be 
permitted to build the Lord's house, because 
he had been a man of war. And jet that 
house, or temple of the Lord, was but u figure 
of tbe true temple of God, which Christ was 
to build on earth in the latter day, and which 
indeed is the true church of Christ, built up 
of holy souls for a habitation of God. And is 
it reasonable to suppose that those who are 
under the influence of the spirit of strife can 
build and inhabit the true temple of God, 
when King David himself could not be per- 
mitted to build the figurative temple, because 
he was a man of war. And it there are those 
that are led and governed by a spirit of strife 
and contention, they know not bow to esti 
mate the blessing* of peace. And why ia all 
this strife, contention and confusion ? Is it 
that one party ia afraid that tbe other party 
will be exalted more than they are themselves ? 


Or ia it the same fear the old Jews bad at the 
first promulgation of the gospel of peace by 
Jesus Christ himself, and tbe same fear has 
been hand -d down from generation to genera- 
tion, even to this day. \v hat sort of fear is 
it ? Certainly it is not a fear I hut arises from 
true courage and confidence in the gospel uf 
Christ It is nothing but that cowardly fear 
wlii eh springs from conscious guilt. A fear 
which finds no place in a justified conscience, 
hut is very often found among advocates of 
strile or war. Is it not high time for those 
who name the name of Christ, to wipe off this 
foul stain of strife and contention fiom their 
religion, or talk no more of a benign gospel, 
f he powerful influence of the divine Spirit oi 
peace ought to rest tain and subdue tbe fero- 
cious passions of man, and in securing the 
blessing of peace it will promote the happiitr»s 
and prosperity of the church of Christ. Then 
would the church put on her beautiful gar- 
ments and work together in peace and uiuiy. 
But how is it with those that lock the doors ol 
the houses, that have ben built and np|k>inted 
on purpose for the worship of God. They 
lock the doors and prevent their brethren from 
entering into worship. Where is their assur- 
ance, or their hope, that the doors of the king- 
dom of heaven will not be burred against the in, 
when the Savior comes to gather up his jewels, 
and like the foolish virgins be left outside to 
keep company with those characters that the 
Revelalor speaks of i n the 15ih verge of the 
last chapter of Revelations. 

"Behold how good and how pleasant it is 
for brethren to dwell together in unity. It is 
as the dew of heaven, and as the dew that du- 
secudcth upon the mountains of Zion." What 
do we gain by striving with one another. The 
Savior was all love ami peace, uud laugh t his 
It illo wet's to love each other, and in the 3rd 
chapter of the 1st Epistle of John, we read, 
"This is the message lhat wc heard from the 
beginning, that we should love one. another; 
and we know that we have passed from death 
unto life because wc love the brethren. He 
that lovcth not his brother, abideth in death." 
Now those are passages that we ought to med- 
itate upon ; and it may be well for us to pause 
a moment on our journey, and see if that love 
is existing between us and' our brethren and 
sisters thai ought to exist ; but if any of us 
have the misfortune to be guilty of that sin of 
hatred t ow;ird our brother or sister, then the 
writings of the apostle bears str< ng evidence 
against us, that we have never passed from 
darkness to light, but are still nursing the spirit 
of the old man within our hearts, and are yet 
in darkness. Love is the golden chain that is 
calculated to bind the true followers of Christ 
together, by Christian ties, in one bundle ol 
love, and if we would keep thus united what 
a blessing it would be? We then would walk 
hand in band ; we would all speak the same 
thing, and each one would partake of the 
blessings that are calculaU-d to ma kens rejoice 
in the God of our salvation. Then would out 
peace flow as a river, and our righteousness as 
the waves of the sea. 

Alas how different is the state of affairs, 
when we look around in the world. We see 
men and women engaged in the a Hairs of this 
world, and lamentable to say, their chief af- 
fections seem to be placed upon the world and 
tbe things thereof. God is tart iu ihoir hearts, 
and I tear many seldom or never think on the 
salvation of Ihcir souls. They resist the spir- 
it of the Most High, and will not admit the 
light of tbu glorious gospel to penetrate 
through their benighted hearts. Amid the 
scenes and confusion of this world, we here 
and there see a traveler, bound for the celestial 
city, with the cross of Christ upon his should- 
ers. The world knows him uot, because it 
knew not his Master. The followers of Christ 
are generally despised by the world, because 
they will not, and dare not conform to the 
maxims and fashions of the world. Wc fre- 
quently see them sitting in heavenly planes, 
rejoicing in the God oi their salvation. Fol- 
low those as far as they follow Christ, for the 
time is short and is passing away rapidly. O 
how solemn and yet how true, a few m-ire 
short years with their changing seasons, will 
pass on and we are seen no more ; but will tbe 
mo-it of us be gathered to the silent tomb be- 
fore the close of tbe present century. There- 
fore, ills necessary that we live a virtuous life, 
and as we are all acquainted with the frailty 
of man, and the uncertainty of life, especially 
those of us who have arrived to the autumn 
of our days, therefore we should strive to 
spend our time in the fear of the Lord, and 
live only for Him and not for ourselves. 

And, my youthful brethren and sisters, while 
youth and health is yours, improve each pass- 
ing moment, for time once spent never re- 
turns, and if spent acceptably to your Heav- 
enly Father, while the sun of righteousness 
dawns upon yon, you shall enjoy those pleas- 
ures ana rewards that have been promised 
as a reward for a life well spent. And when 
yonr pilgrimage is ended, here in this world, 
you shall be permitted to enter into the haven 


of everlasting rest, on the othet"/ 
dan. 

"Love It the gnlderi chain th-.it It tad* 
The happy soultt above, 

And he's an heir of heavettjthai H*da 
His bosom ({low with love." 



O r Jor- 


Eaat Coventry, Pa. 
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THE CHRISTIAN'S CREED. 
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"Ite that believeth not Html] be dammed." lark. 18 : 1(1 
.Before every intelligent human b tag that 
bad bis ears greeted with the suiin of the 
gospel lies an eternity of weal or o. The 
end of this life's journey to every ma i ia joy 
or sorrow. The law came by Moses, and has 
concluded every man under sin, bit grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ, win offern 
through the gospel, jieaceand talvdAa to all 
that believe. It is only t , the tn believing 
that condemnation is allotted, rufch comes 
by hearing the word preached. Man *nust 
believe that God is, and that He is a reward- 
er of all them that dilligently seek ilim." 
Man without regeneration is a sinner, and in 
t nat. state can nut enter tbe kingdom of heav- 
en. Becoming conscious of his alienated state 
and desiring divine acceptance with God, and 
the salvation of his soul, he peniientlr looks 
around and seeks the way of life anf light 
He sees that he must believe the uiei 
peace and pardon offered him in th 
of (iod's son, our Savior, upon tbe 
sen ted, or be eternally lost. Con 
strong hold of him, and now the m 

ail quailed witbimn.v, *fth t*if£^ 

Jailor, * : v 'What must T do to bo lived ?" 
Does lin go to our Ctlviuist brother, In- may 
be asked to subscribe to Calvin's Institute; 
Does he go to our Lutheran brother, he. may 
be asked lo study the Ueidelburg Citeclujsui ; 
does he come to one of our Method ht breth- 
ren he will most likely be asked to kneel 
to the anxious bench, — and pray n^tfl he 
fee la his tins pardoned. Percham ' r u- 

bled seeker meets a liiman cath >iy 

him is directed to go to the Pt e 

Confessional. Finally he meet > 

Baptist brother who, being a pu 
uual meeting adherent, will talk i 
bled inquirer about the Order a* 
in the Book of Minutes, as conditn. 
ceplahce and church fellowship ; fc 
uied fellowship iu the bonds ol the 
to be dammed, and not to acsep' 
Institutes, the catecuiaius, 
Bench, the Confessional or ti 
utes adopted and recoil*" 
ious sects keeps th« 
where be was in the st 
of their fraternity, aim 
man. 

What use then are i 
to the man seekh. 
with God, when 
way, the truth aud 
It is to him as though i 
is Christ';" another wou,u 
is," but the poor CXP 
say I see not much of Chi r . 

the Master, in any ol lb se . * .»!. ^ .. ,/ch 
in ichineries, and he concludes wilhin himself: 
"Go not and see." Why ? Because when 
these words were spoken by our great Head 
of the church, the Talmud embodying the 
"traditions of the elders" and^ "command- 
ments uf men," were in their zenith foreshad- 
owing as a type the coming similar produc- 
tions from human hands, under tbe gospel 
dispensation, in the shape of creeds, Institute*, 
Confessionals Annual Meetings minutes, Qce. 
Sal vation — d i vine assurance of sins pardoned 
and acceptance with God, not tound in these. 
They are a mere net- work of scaffolding, by 
which men are invited to climb into the fold 
some other way, than by Cbrist the door. 
Away, says the honest inquirer, with these 
unsightly, bristling pitfalls around the Christ- 
ian's only creed — the gospel : Let us come 
to tbe only sure foundation of which Christ 
my Lord and my lite is the chief corner stone. 
Let me confess him before men as my Savior, 
the "Rock of Ages cleft for me." Let me be 
"buried with Him in baptism," that 1 may 
come "up in the likeness of his resurrection," 
"to walk in tbe newness of life." Let me have 
the Holy Spirit as the revelator of all truth, as 
it comes to me in the gospel only, and I shall 
have the "fruit of the spirit: love, joy' peace 
and hope as an anchor of the soul, sure 
and steadfast, cast within the veil." 

As a test argument in favor of the gospel 
only, as the Christian's creed, your unworthy 
writer put this illustration to German Bap- 
tist bishop: "Brothers., if a young man, 
with nothing but the Bible for his guide to 
tbe truth, should, upon 'repentance towards 
God, upon his confession of faith in Christ, 
receive Christian baptism in the name ol the 
Father, and of tbe Son, and of the Holy Spir- 
it, for the remission ofjiin a, carrying with 
him the gift of the Ho] 
comforter, guide 


eign land, having a call from God to preach 
the gospel, free from the shackels of sectarian 
bias or teaching, perfectly untrammelled by 
the commandments and traditions of men, 
with nothing to depend on but the Bible for 
his text book, preaching to the natives noth- 
ing but the pure unadulterated word of God, 
who, hearing the word preached, believe, re- 
pent and be baptized, what kind of a church 
would that evangelist build up, not having 
that "induqicnaaole something" (the Minutes) 
to assist him in laying down to bis members 
the order. Would it not most likely be a 
branch of the true vine — a Brethren church 
— just such an the Lord gave to bis apostles, 
and even to Alexander Mack and his coadju- 
tors in this country, with nothing but the Bi- 
ble for their creed ? 

Tbe BUhop had to admit that such a con- 
gregation of believers would necessarily have 
to follow as a result, Tnis admission he bad 
to make, because be saw no other way out of 
it. Now such a church we h id as a Brethren 
church, among the Waldensians, and we had 
it in tbe reformation of Mack and others, up 
to the time of the writer's youthful days, in 
this country, when the young men in the min- 
istry, with more selfish ambition than true hu- 
mility began to take the places of our good 
old pioneer church fathers, such as Kline, 
Hoke, U instead, Price and others, who saw 
in their declining days the evil da\s dawning 
upon the Brethren church ; when the simple 
unadorned scriptural name, "Brethren" was 
not high sounding enough, but "German Bap- 
tists",inust go into titles of books and church 
property deeds ; until advisory council by 
these late popish magnates, became throttled, 
and mandatory law substituted, and then 
wedge driving committees by the scores are 
appointed and sent out to enforce mandates 
upon the Brethren, instead of the "love that 
bearcth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, and endureth all things." 
O sad havoc, thai some of the young men in 
my youth, though now old in church work, 
have made. From an account of late pro- 
ceedings in Elder J, W. Beer's case, in tbe 
Fairview, Ohio, congregation of Brethren, by 
a self- constituted mandate committee, we see 
hem, said committee, move out by a back 
aek, taking the wedge with them without 
i vnii; it. The Christian's creed showed it- 
Al too formidable for the mandate trio, 
^hat grand triumph of truth over arrtSr and 
'intelligence over ignorance that was "Go 
and do as you nave done before. You 
ve done ri_-lil for holding up tbe 
\istian creed th** gospel only. Go 
jiinistete and lav membrrsof the Breth- 
-jiitIi everywhere in t he grand work of re- 
JttB. The* German Baptists want to drop 
(ce pet name, mid want to be in name 
- ar« : "Brethren" only, and manv of 
lotild and perhaps do prefer the "Bible 
. They know on that book we can all 
|d any other book never; no never. 
h-itoim. Mi. 


' STILL WATERS. . 

The Psalmist says, "He leadeth me beside 
;he still waters.*' Men of ihe world are all for 
iovi Ity and excitement The caterers for the 
orld's amusement are driven lo tbeir wits' 
;id to know how to give high seasoning to 
e repasts of pleasure. The edge of the ap- 
•titc gets dolled, and he succeeds best who 
,n give fresh keenness to the worldly appe- 
e. Still waters? No! These at all events 
mid be misery. II our nature is not rich 
id restful tu itself what melancholy times 
mie with the rest and silence! Still wa- 
? No ! The novel can not be too excit- 
The picture can not he teo realistic 
e drama can not lie too sensational. The 
rain can not be too crowded with dress And 
fJbimi. Uapid let the pulse of life be ! Has 
not the distasteful slang of speeeh invented 
the word "slow" to represent the idea that 
thi river of serface-lile must boil like the rap- 
ids]? Still waters? How few read Fenelon 
and Foster, and Pascal now. What a con- 
tract all this presents to the spirit of the 
Christian lite ! The genius of the gospel is in 
harmony with the still moments of spirtuai 
communion, and elevated taste, and heavenly 
nffeelion. It says, "Not in the feverishnesa 
of excitement, not in the tumult of passion, 
not in the noise of faction, not in the conflicts, 
of alibition, not in proud pre-eminence and 
brilliant assemblage is your true life." "Enoch 
wall*ed with God." "Go forth into the wil- 
derness, and I will there talk with you.** 
"l-jvai'v man went lo his own home: Jesqa 
went! to the mount of Olives." 
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THE BRETHREN'S ANNUAL FOR 1884. 
OoutalBHrtiiographlcaJ sketches and portraits of. Elder* Job* 
H Uautid and Frodorick; P. Loehr, a oh 
partBient of tbe BmUimd Ohuroh and of tf 
tirt«nd Old Order eharohaa, beaklw 




